poets, participants in the uprising against the monarchy
and serfdom which took place on M December, 1825, were
republicans at heart and looked upon th-cir creative efforts
as a means of serving the people and supporting their
hopes in a better future. The Decembrists greatly
influenced the thinking of such Russian writers as Push-
kin, Lermontov, Herzcn, even of Lev Tolstoy, who intend-
ed writing a novel about them and touched on the revo-
lutionary theme in War and Peace.
Even closer to Gorky's way of thinking were the nnno-
chintsi revolutionaries of the middle of the century,
headed by Chernyshcvsky and Dobrolyubov and sup-
ported by outstanding writers such as Nckrasov and Sal-
tykov-Shchedrin. Men of this literary generation held
wider social views and were bolder in declaring them.
Russian novels of the second half of the 10th century
brought fame to Russian literature. Varied us these novels-
were, they all sought a way out of the impasse Russian
social life had come to. This applies equally to Tolstoy
and to Dostoyevsky, the greatest writers of socio-psycho-
logical novels at the end of the century (it also applies to
Pushkin, Gogol, Lermontov, Turgencv and Goncharov at
an earlier period),
Maxim Gorky cherished the social traditions of Russian
classical literature. Indeed, he openly declared the debt
he owed to his great elder brothers of the pen, especially
to Tolstoy and Chekhov. It was not merely his literary
craft he learned from them; they taught him to know
Russia and Russians, to comprehend their spiritual life
and moral aspirations.
We see, then, that Maxim Gorky continued the finest
traditions of Russian classical literature. But at the same
time he was an innovator, the founder of Soviet lileratiuc.
Alexei Tolstoy, one of the greatest of Soviet writers, called
Gorky the "living bridge*' between classical and Soviet
- literature. Today we unquestionably accord Gorky a place
among Russia's classical writers, the first of whom was
Pushkin. la his earliest works we are conscious of that

